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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/069,735 



Examiner 
Tran N. Nguyen 



Applicant(s) 

IFRIM, COSTIN 



Art Unit 



~ I .^^My^,. 2834 

PGriod fo7 ReplT'^''^^ ^^^^ of f/i/s communication appears on the cover sheet with the corres pondence address - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION 

~ "^rl^i^^^^^^ .nnoevent.however..ayarep,y5eti.e,fl,ed 

' NnSnH w r!nlJ'^''®'''"^r ^I'T ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^y^' ^ ^^P'^ ^'^^'^ statutopy minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timelv 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communicatlon(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

Closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims ' v^^.^io. 

4) n Claim(s) iilZ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) 12 and 13 is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) 1-9 and 14-17 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) 10 and 11 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) n The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



3,n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acl<nowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) U Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
^ 3) ^ Inform ation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office ~ ~~ " — 

PT0.326 (Rev. 04-01) 



4) □ Interview Sumnnary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) n Other: 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 43 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . Claims 1-7 and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 1 and 14, 'Vhereby the centrifugal force produced by rotation of the rotor radially 
pushes each permanent magnet away fi-om the central opening and whereby the centrifugal force 
cooperates with the shape of the independent poles and permanent magnets to further improve 
the integrity of the lodgment of each permanent magnet between the corresponding pair of 
consecutive independent poles" is indefinite because of the following: the recitation is 
operational and functional language, i.e., the centrifugal force pushes each permanent magnet 
away, and the centrifugal force cooperates with the shape of the independent poles and 
permanent magnets to further improve the integrity of the lodgment. These recitations are 
indefinite because they are merely functional language, i.e., the function of the centrifugal force, 
without reciting a structural limitation that provides the intended fimctional limitation. It has 
been hold that the functional "whereby" statement does not define any structure and accordingly 
cannot serve to distinguish. In re Mason, 114 USPQ 127, 44 CCPA 937 (1957). 

Other claims 2-7 and 13-17 are included in the rejection due to their dependencies. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this OfiSce action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in ttiis or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being fully anticipated by Uchida (US 
5010266). 
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Uchida discloses a rotor assembly (fig 5, 6a-6c) comprising: an independent pole for use in a 
permanent magnet rotor having a central opening for receiving a shaft upon which the rotor 
rotates, an outer rotor perimeter, and at least two permanent magnets, the independent pole 
having a generally triangular cross-section that defines an apex portion that confronts the central 
opening and an end portion that forms a portion of the outer rotor perimeter, wherein the end 
portion of each independent pole defines a pair of lips that conforms to the locally defined 
curvature of the outer rotor perimeter, each lip abutting a corresponding permanent magnet. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1 and 14 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 

rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this OfiSce action. 

Claims 2-7, 10-11, 15-17 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 

under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 

limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
Claims 12-13 are allowed. 

Communication 

Any inquiry concerning this commimication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tran N Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308-1639. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:00AM-2:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nestor Ramirez can be reached on (703)-308-1371 . The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)305-343 1 for regular 
communications and (703)-395-3432 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telepftone number i/n(703)-308-1782. 
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